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Fredrick Backman uses the theme of community to illustrate how a community-owned team can have positive and negative effects. Beartown is a small community established around a successful hockey team. The town is very loyal to the team. The loyalty influences members of the community to dismiss Maya’s rape allegations. People easily believe Kevin simply because he is a hockey player, and such accusations are likely to taint the sport and its culture (p. 79). They let their love for the hockey team go unchallenged without caring for the wellbeing of Maya, who is a member of the same community.
Backman's Beartown has the same vices of corruption, tribalism, and callousness recognized in some American football town. People are willing to ignore the dark side of the sport to continue earning wins. The final game of the tournament is played while Kevin is under police investigation, and consequently, the team losses without him. Surprisingly the community blames Maya for the loss. The author concludes by asking the readers what is more important for the community between justice and winning. 
The author indicates that the town is declining due to the high rate of unemployment; thus, the survival of the city depends on hockey team success. If the team wins the national championship, there are hopes that the government will establish hockey school and new arena which will directly benefit the community and improve the town’s economy. Besides, players like Kevin might turn professionals and earn millions (p. 81). Additionally, the construction of a school and new arena could be the reasons for people to migrate to the Beartown .large population mean a large market for their produce.
The Beartown community is divided into two classes. The upper classes consist of people who have power in the city, while the lower consists of people with less power. Amat, who is 15 years old, clearly understands the difference between children from immigrant households and those from privileged homes. People with less power have limited options in the Beartown community. Amat views playing hockey as the only way to get out of the rat race and lead a successful life.
In conclusion, reading the Beartown novel illustrates the desire of most people in the sporting arena. Everybody wants to win and display some greatness without focusing on what it takes to earn the win. In this case, the Beartown community wants to win than it wants to become good. In most situations, whenever we declare our support for a sports team, we tend to embrace group thinking at the expense of other individuals. The author also indicates that fans, coaches, and sponsors view players as assets rather than human beings. Nobody would believe Kevin was involved in the alleged sexual assault.
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